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A FIVE-POINT POLICY 


FOR 520,000 P.o.W.S 


‘For the 
sake of our 
good name” 


FIVE-POINT policy towards 

German PoWs “for the 

sake both of common humanity 

and of the British good name ” 

was urged on the British Govern- 

ment in a letter published in the 
News Chronicle last Monday. 


The letter was signed by Lady 
Bonham Carter, Rev. Henry 
Carter, Rev. R. Newton Flew, 
Victor Gollanez, Prof. Harold 
Laski, Lord Lindsay, Prof. Gil- 
bert Murray, Lady Parmoor and 
Mr. R. R. Stokes, MP. 


The text of the letter follows: 


WE are gravely concerned with 

* the plight of the German 
prisoners of war in this country. 
Although more than a year has 
passed since victory, they are told 
nothing abcut the date ion which they 
may expect to be repatriated. But 
there comes a point beyond which 
men cannot live without hope. 

Visiting ministers of religion and 
others report a very rapid spiritual 
deterioration in the camps during 
the last few weeks. 


ATEN who might have gone back 
r to Germany full of deternmina- 
tion to pvuild a more liberal society 
there are becoming hard and cynical: 
they say that our liberalism and 
Christianity are 1a pretence: and re- 
spect for the British people and 
British institutions is rapidly being 
replaced by indifference and even 
hatired. 


WT is, above all, this uncertainty 

about their fate wikich is demora- 
lising the prisoners: they feel that 
convicts are better off, for at any rate 
they know when their imprisonment 
will end, 

But other factors add to their 
wretchedness. They receive letters 
from relatives at home in the gravest 
distress, but are prohibited from 
sending gifts, even from their own 
rations. 

While their employers pay the 
Government the full Trade Union 
rate for their services, they them- 
selves receive as a maximum a penny 
halfpenny 2n hour. Then there is the 
non-fraternisation rule, which by 
turning men intio pariahs is an 
offence to Christian principles and is 
felt by the prisoners to be such. 
NWVE therefore earnestly beg His 

"  Majesty’s Government: 
fe To draw up a definite scheme 
2 for the release of these men, 
if necessary by various categories, at 
the earliest possible dates; 

9, To announce this scheme to the 

prisoners with the minimum 
delay since the certainty of release 
even at a relatively distant date 
would be less intolerable than the 
present uncertainty; 


2. To pay working prisoners the 

rate for the job (less.expenses 
for keep), part of the money perhaps 
being paid week by week and part 
being credited to them for their use 
after release; 


4. To permit the despateh of food 
parcels, etc., to relatives: and 


5. To ween the non-fraternisation 
3 rule. 


aris conference offers 
temporary truce 


between 


enemies 


LMOST simultaneously with the meeting of the Peace Con- 
Le ference the Sunday papers announced that Britain will accept 
the propesal of USA for a merging of the zones in Western 
Germany. That, unless something very unexpected happens, is 


the prelude to a_ partition of 
Germany — not by agreement, 
but by disagreement. It is a 
pointed and ominous commentary on 
the “Peace” ‘conference. The 
Economist (July 27) may well say: 
“If there were any prospect at all, 
at Paris in the coming weeks, of con- 
cluding a peace as good as Versailles, 
there would be excited enthusiasm 
throughout the world.” 


The Peace of Versailles was at 
least in its main outlines a peace of 
principle: and it could have been made 
the foundation of a period of enduring 
peace. There is not a vestige of 
principle in the draft treaties which 
have been made for the ex-enemy 
countries which have to be confirmed 
at Paris; and the case of Germany 
shows that not even the semblance of 
an agreement is possible in the really 
vital matter. Russia and the Western 
powers meet at Paris not as peace- 
makers, but as open enemies, patch- 
ing up a temporary truce with each 
other, on the basis of actual military 
occupation. 

To pretend anything else is to be 
wilfully blind. To believe that any- 
thing else was possible is probably 
self-deception. Nations and men 
being what they are to-day, this is all 
they are capable of in the way of peace 
—the manifest prelude to a further 
war. So nakedly obvious, indeed, is 
the likelihood of war from such a 
peace that one may console oneself 
with the thought that war is so in- 
evitable that it will not happen. The 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


illusion of peace, which enveloped the 
world after Versailles, will not 
descend upon it after Paris 1946. 
The condition of armed truce and 
universal partition on the basis of 
actual military occupation is so patent 
that no one will have any excuse for 
thinking that the “peace” is any- 
thing but what it is—a temporary 
truce between enemies who are, at the 
moment, unwilling to fight each other. 


One indubitable fact 


ay AVING regard to what happened 
=4 after the “ good peace ” of Ver- 
sailles, perhaps there is in this, matter 
for hope rather than despair. There 
is only one thing that could be worse 
than this armed truce; and that is 
actual war. And there is, on any 
familiar calculus, no reason whatever 
why the world should not be at war 
to-day. But the fact—the incompre- 
hensible but indubitable fact—is that 
the world is not at war. 

Since that is the fact, though there 
is no reason for it, we are permitted 
to hope that it will remain the fact. 
All that the historians are accustomed 
to regard as the causes of war are 


The inner integrity of 


JIMMY MAXTON 


LTHOUGH it is now a Parliamentary custom for the Speaker 
4 to express sympathy with the relatives of a deceased 
Member (only a quite recent innovation) he also took the unusual 
course last week of asking the Members to stand fer a moment’s 


silent homage to “ Jimmy’ Maxton. 
Had he not done so it is quite pos- 
sible that a Conservative would have 
been impelled to do so, for the loss 
was like a family bereavement. 

Press comments and obituaries 
have referred tio the affection felt for 
“Jimmy” even by this. strongest 
opponents. When he spoke in the 
House even his fiercest declamations 
were received with paradoxical bene- 
volence by many from whom _ the 
greatest resentment might have been 
expected. Was this because they 
accepted him tolerantly as an eccen- 
trie whose “line’? eould always be 
anticipated as appropriately asso- 
ciated with his ecadaverous features, 
tragedian eyes and lank black hair, 
and that customary stab of fore- 
finger? 


PASSIONATE CONVICTION 


f Assuredly not. His complete inner 
integrity dominated his romantic 
physical facade and none failed to 
appreciate that his Parliament and 
platform speeches were aflame with 
the fire of passionate conviction. But 
there was another quality in him 
beyond his sincerity, and that was 
his unquenchable humanity. All 
dynamic souls have the capacity for 
hate, but Maxton’s spinit was never 
contaminated by the evil things he 
sought to destroy, because whatever 
hate he had was deployed against 
systems and imstitutions and not 
against persons. He could be fierce 
because he cherished all real human 
values so much that one knew his 
democratic scorn and wit could only 
evoke greater dignity tn humble 
sguls and help thg pretentious to 
shed their folly. 

A few years ago the was, to self- 
consciously respectable citizens, the 
personification ‘of revolutionary 
menace, and reference to his name 
touched a trigger of fear and alarm. 
Yet he became a British institution 


not because he was _ politically 
seduced but because the moral con- 
tent of his Socialist ardour 
triumphed. He came to be accepted 
as an incorruptible, loveable rebel 
against poverty and squalor, brutal- 
ity and war, stupidity and pompisity,. 

He was not one of the early I.L.P. 
pioneers, and yet he became one of 
its first incarnations. And now, if 
mortally he becomes a_ choice 
memory, his devotion to Socialism 
and peace will be harvested for many 
a day by fellow-labourers he leaves 
behind. His was a creative rather 
than a constructive temperament and 
a soul equipped for liberating human 
capacities more than, perhaps, 
directing their implementation. He 
was ‘a teacher who became a 
prophetic preacher of social 
righteousness, sharing his zeal with 
all those whose minds and hea ts 
were not divorced. 

One day, if the age of comrade- 
ship, sanity, equity and peace 
emerges from human travail, we may 
adorn that more gracious society 
with a visible record of those who, 
like him, were its inspiring fore- 
runners. But if that day is not yet. 
or if such testimonies have then no 
social] endorsement, it will neverthe- 
less be true that in the qualities then 
enjoyed by a liberated humanity the 
rich service of James Maxton will 
gale made an abundant contribu- 
10n,. 

We shall not hear hig sonorous, 
deliberate elusuence again, but his 
comradeship and spiritual valour can 
never be lost. 


REGINALD SORENSEN 


In next week’s issue of Peace News 
we hope to publish a further tribute to 
Jimmy Maxton by one who was 
his close personal friend for many 
years. 


LEST WE FORGET 


A SKED in the House of Commons 
= on July 19 abcut the disposai of 
civilian gas masks, Mr. Chuter Ede 
said that arrangements are proceed- 
ing for the collection of the bulkier 
types such as babies’ helmets and 
hospital respirators, and added: 

“May I use this occasion to appeal 
to members of the public who still 
hold these tvr:. to free their own 
storage space and assist the work of 
collection by handing them into their 
local authority? Ordinary civilian 
respirators, however, must remain 
entrusted to the custody of the public, 
who should take proper care of these 
articles lest they should ever be 
needed again.” 


present, even in exaggerated forms, 
to-day; but the war itself is not. Soon 
we may get accustomed to living in 
such a world: a world in which there is 
neither peace nor war, And gradually, 
across the frontiers of the partitioned 
world, we may hope that some sort of 
human intercourse will develop and 
even expand into a kind <f local 
confidence. 

Meanwhile, no doubt, for some time 
the potential enemies will go on piling 
up atomic armaments against one 
another, yet never quite daring to let 
the bombs off. In this queer in- 
terregnum we may suppose also that 
some very important questions will be 
settled by the march of events them- 
selves: for instance, how far Com- 
munism will sweep Westward in 
Europe and how far Eastward in Asia. 

But the situation will, at the very 
best, remain highly inflammable until 
some genuine agreement is reached. 
The present civil war in China, the 
uneasy situation in Palestine and 
Persia, even the Trieste award itself, 
may cause a conflagration. 


Floodgates are broken 


WOLITICALLY, the high light of 
™ the week has been the outrage of 
the Jewish terrorists on the King David 
Hotel. This indiscriminate murder 
perpetrated by fanatical nationalists 
who derive their moral standards, and 
now much of their personnel, from the 
resistance movements of Eastern 
Europe, is but the outward and visible 
sign of an unchecked and accelerating 
collapse of all that we call civiliza- 
tion. 

The floodgates are broken. The 
great society of Law and Order— 
Order based on Law—which is. still 
unconsciously assumed by the average 
Englishman as the basis of living, is 
crumbling like a child’s sand castle 
before the advancing tide of barbar- 
1sm. 

The nationalism of the Jews is 
maddened to frenzy by persecution. 
One must understand the savagery of 
suffering. We who still live in a 
relative sanctuary of Law and Order 
too often persuade ourselves that 
suffering is a purifying and ennobling 
thing. It depends on the kind of 
suffering: and the suffering that has 
been and is still being inflicted on 
millions of Europeans is such that re- 
venge and savagery are its conse- 
quences. 


Daily Mail commended 
JT is part of the irony of the time 
that one of the best things we have 
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


Bulgarian 


Witness 
pagace News gets to Bulgaria. A corres- 


Pondent hag sent me a letter from a 
Bulgarian reader, which says: “I notice in 
Peace News that some of its readers do not 
approve of the editor’s commentaries and 
notes. . .. Our experiences here—not only 
our principles—are in harmony with what he 
writes.” 


That witness, from well behind the “iron 
curtain,” consoles me: for my effort has been 
to keep Peace News in some kind of moral 
rapport with the experience (in so far as I 
could imagine it) of Europe: and at any rate 
to be on guard against the insularity and com- 
placency which British pacifism sometimes 
exhibits—for example, in its frequent evasion 
of the challenge to totalitarianism. 

To present pacifism not as an idiosyncrasy 
of privileged Anglo-Saxondom, but as a 
Potentially European creed, such is our aim. 
No doubt we fall down often and badly: but 
the aim is always there. 

THE EDITOR. 

Contributions since July 19: £9 3s. 5d. 
Total for 1946: £395 7.8. 8d. 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News, Ltd., and address them to the Account- 
ant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 
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All letters on other than editorial matters 
should be addressed to the Manager 


Serious Facts 


FORMER commandant of a 

camp for German prisoners 
of war, writing in the Man- 
chester Guardian, calls upon us 
“to face a serious fact: amongst 
these young prisoners the ability lies 
with the Nazis. The few professed 
anti-Nazis are of inferior calibre.” 

The fact is serious; but it should 
have been expected. Nazism is not an 
ephemeral aberration. It had _ its 
manifest abnormalities—its fiendish 
policy of extermination of the Jews; 
but this was a_ pathological ex- 
erescence on Nazism, and dies not 
affect its substance. The prisoners of 
war, who admit the anti-Jewish 
atrocities and disclaim responsibility 
for them, are on solid ground. The 
ex-commandant describes the men as 
“physically fit, mentally alert, and, 
irrespective of the political gradings 
assigned to them by intelligence 
officers, Nazis. Not, it is true, 
fanatical Nazis, but what may be 
worse, “Nazis in a solid downright 
fashion.” 

That rings true. For what is 
Nazism but National (or Nationalist) 
Socialism? And what is Communism 
but National (or Nationalist) 
Socialism? These two creeds, which 
profess such deadly enmity, are as 
alike in real substance as two peas. 

Both are practically identical 
responses to the challenge put to 
modern society by machine production. 
Both impose upon their citizens a new 
social discipline—by force because 
they claim that it is impossible, in 
fact, to get the social discipline re- 
quired by consent. Hence Communism 
dissolved the Constituent Assembly, 
and Nazism the Reichstag; and in 
both eases the claim ig’ made that in 
dispersing the elected representatives 
of the people, the revolutionary party 
was fulfilling the true, as opposed to 
the apparent, will of the people. 
(Cromwell did the same thing and 
made the same claim). 

Both support themselves, in the last 
resort, by overwhelming military 
force; but both are careful to bring 
the army under political control, by 
the operations of a secret security 
police. Both exclude, absolutely, the 
notion, essential to Western de- 
mocracy, of an alternative govern- 
ment whose members are free to 
appeal for support to public opinion. 

Both systems break clean away 
from the whole idea of international 
trade, as universally practised in the 
19th century. The  world-market 
means nothing to them. Their 
economic aim is to produce the 
maximum of goods needed at home, 
and to secure all necessary imports 
by barter agreements. What “ trade ” 
there is is therefore strictly controlled 
by the State. Under both systems 
labour and capital are obedient to 
directives from above, and there is in 
consequence no unemployment. Both 
labour and capital may be badly (i.e. 
uneconomically) used under both 
systems; but they are sure to be used. 

There are theoretical differences: of 
which the chief is that Communism 
promises a time when the new social 
discipline will have become second 
nature, the Dictatorship of the Prole- 
tariat will be no longer necessary, and 
the State will wither away. Since 
that can only be when Communism has 
no more enemies to fight, because it 
has conquered the world, the dream 
is exactly on a par with the Nazi 
promise of  world-pacifism, when 
Nazism has conquered the world. 

There is much more to be said in 
favour of both systems than 
Americans or Englishmen are willing 
to believe. It has vet to be. proved 
whether humanity at its present level 
of development is capable of a more 
efficient form of society, or one more 
productive of happiness for the 
average man. 

It is a serious fact that intelligent 
Germans are still Nazi; it is an 
equally serious fact that their only 
visible alternative is Communism, 
which is the same thing with a 
different label. But it is a still more 
serious fact that Democratic Socialism, 
as practised by Britain in Germany 
to-day, offers them no alternative at 
all. No intelligent German could be- 
lieve in it for a moment. 


‘“‘Naming of Parts”’ 


“Today we have naming of parts. Yesterday, 

We had daily cleaning. And tomorrow morning 

We shall have what to do after firing. But today, 

Today we have noming of parts. Japonica 

Glistens like coral in all of the neighbouring gardens, 
And today we have naming of parts.” 


N the poem of which this is 
the first verse, Henry Reed, 
a poet of the recent war but not 
a war-poet, compresses ironically 
the jargon, the futility and the 
soullessness which are essential 


parts of the military machine. 

I do not know whether we have any 
right to quote him for propaganda 
purposes but the whole piece is ex- 
cellent as poetry, apart altogether 
from its bitter presentation of 
militarism. It is one from a selection 
of his verses “A Map of Verona” 
(beautifully produced by Cape at 
3s. 6d.) which those who know much 
more than I about it, have welcomed 
as a major achievement in modern 
poetry. It is certainly pleasing, not 
too remote from everyday under- 
standing, and sometimes comes very 
near to the pacifist heart. 

Reed’s irony, more effectively than 
any direct propaganda, reveals the 
effect of the military outlook on any 
sensitive person. He himself sur- 
vives, but leaves one wondering how 
many have been submerged, hardened 
or coarsened and rendered careless by 
their experiences. 


% * * 


APILITARY conscription is now the 
- main immediate issue facing us 
in the pacifist movement. We are of 
course opposed to it, and it is an ex- 
cellent thing that Peace News has 
already given a lead on this matter. 
But let us be clear about our position 
and find a point of unity on which we 
can combine in our opposition, for on 
the principle of conscription itself we 
are not all agreed. We have differed 
about its application, for instance, in 
industry or in successful planning, and 
we have realized that there is a 
possible case for conscription in fair- 
ness to all, rather than a voluntary 
system which is often arbitrary and 
affected by economic considerations— 
but this argument can hold only if we 
first accept the need for military ser- 
vice. 

To us, a voluntary army differs 
little from a compulsory one, for a 
man killed by a volunteer’s bullet will 
be just as dead as he who falls to a 
conscript. It is jin opposition to 
militarism that we can combine, 
though we are not opposed to militar- 
ism merely because it leads to war and 
death. 

Our opposition arises from our be- 
lief in the supreme value of the 
human person and of his personal life. 
We are concerned because, in war or 
in peace, equally though not with equal 
violence, the whole military system 
assails the integrity and individuality 
of the human person. Militarism 
makes obedient and compliant 
citizens, for it must demand subser- 
vience of the individual to a machine, 


TEN YEARS AGO 
Peace News, August 1, 1936. 


The age-long theory that force 
must be met by force—though proved, 
not by argument but by the facts of 
history, to be false—raises its head 
yet again ina new and still more 
attractive fashion. 

For the temptation to allow one’s 
sympathies with the Left to trap one 
in the very same pitfalls into which 
pacifists have fallen on every occa- 
sion when they have been off their 
guard is particularly great in the 
case of Spain’s struggle. 

Now is the time for pacifists to see 
that their foundations are sure— 
BUT ALSO TO DEVOTE THEM- 
SELVES MORE EARNESTLY 
THAN EVER TO BUILDING ON 
THOSE FOUNDATIONS A WAY 
OF LIVING THAT WILL REMOVE 
THE OCCASIONS OF ALL WARS 
AND REVOLUTIONS. 


ae * Ld 


Sentenced by the French law for 
having committed the crime of 
possessing a conscience—an “un- 
reasonable” conscience in that it en- 
joins me to corsecrate all my strength 
to the bringing i of peace to the 
world—I have just been liberated 
after having completed three years of 
this punishment (out of  five).— 
Gérard Leretour, of France. 


and to arbitrary power and authority 
—and what is more, to an authority 
its victims cannot respect. 

This is not to deny the fine quali- 
ties of many military people, in all 
ranks, but we all know that militarism, 
like shipwreck or other disaster, is not 
necessary for the display of the fine 
qualities such events sometimes re- 
veal. We shall probably agree that 
the most damaging effect of military 
training on the personality, is the 
futility and insensitivity of it all. The 
training goes on and the young people 
continue to be dragged into it. For 
what purpose? 


2% * * 


THAT would seem to be an essential 

concern for us all, and that is 
why Henry Reed has been quoted. An 
answer to our question is to be found 
in his three “ Lessons of the War” 
which offer us the ignorance of in- 
structors, the carelessness of army 
ways, and the complete betrayal and 
violation of decent thought with 
cynical lack of concern for the higher 
values. 


The poem quoted above is called 
“Rifle Drill” and goes on to compare 
the empty and unimaginative teaching 
with the unnoticed surroundings and 
activity, to end with 


“|... the almond blossom 
Silent in all of the gardens 
and the bees going backwards 
and forwards, 

For today we have naming of 
parts.” : 


He repeats the lesson in “ Judging 
Distances,” where he brings us to the 
cold military description of a land- 
scape and of human love: 


“The still white dwellings are 
like a mirage in the heat, 

And under the swaying elms a 
man and a woman . 

Lie gently together. Which is, 
perhaps only to say 

That there is a row of houses to 
the left of are, 

And that under some poplars a 
pair of what appear to be 
humans 

Appear to be loving.” 


And in a poem which has nothing 
to do with war he has two lines which 
might well sum up the feelings of 
the poet in the army: 


“There is one sort of daybreak, 
a death renewed; 

Here is another, a life that 
glimmers and wakes,” 


Henry Reed, who survived the 
recent war, reminds us of Wilfred 
Owen who wrote of the 1914-18 war 
in which he so sadly lost his life a 
week before the armistice. The 
current “ Penguin New Writing” 
(1s.) thas some reminiscences of him 
in a new and beautiful essay by 
Osbert Sitwell, in which is quoted a 
letter from Owen describing his 
work: 

“For fourteen hours yesterday I was at 
work—teaching Christ to lift his cross 
by numbers, and how to adjust his crown; 
and not to imagine he thirst till after 
the last halt; I attended his Supper to 
see that there were no complaints; and 
inspected his feet that they should be 
worthy of the nails. I see to it that he 
is dumb and stands to attention before 
his accusers. With a piece of silver I buy 
him every day and with maps I make him 
familiar with the topography of Golgotha.’ 


Nio declared pacifist has said any- 
thing more damning than that. Is it 
necessary now to say more? To war, 
we have said “No.” To military 
training, crucifixion by numbers, love 
by compass points, naming of parts 
and to obedience without reason as 
the lot of our young people, we must 
offer the simple answer—“ We again 
say, No!” 


Frank Dawtry 


CURRENT AFFAIRS ON SPAIN 


Did you know that the greater part of Spain 
is hare and trecless: Jess than half is fit for 
cultivation and the rest either waste or potr 
pastureland? Yet two out of every three of 
the population get their living from the land. 

These are only a few of the facts given in 
the latest issue of Current Affairs to start 
discussion in your group on a topical subject. 
Gerald Brenan, who has spent many years in 
Spain, declares that religion and politics de- 
pend on the rainfal]). Address is 117 Picca- 
dilly, London, W.1). 


LETTERS 


Mark of Cain 


TINHERE is much talk about showing 
~- our enemies the British way of 
life, democracy, freedom and all that 
accompanies these ideals. Yet daily 
I see lorryloads of German PoWs 
passing along our roads to work, then 
back to camp behind the barbed wire. 
There. they are confined without con- 
tact with the outside world, doomed 
to a life of captivity. 

Surely after more than a year of 
peace it is fitting and only human to 
allow these men more freedom to 
enjoy this liberty of ours. 

It would seem that German 
nationality was a curse like the mark 
of Cain to the citizens of the world. 


J. W. MUIR. 
Shawsmill, 


Hurlford, Ayrshire. 


Repatriate at once 


\HERE is a strong feeling in this 
district among pacifists and non- 
pacifists alike, against retaining: 
POWs in this country after military 
war has ceased. 

Personally, I have sent strong pro- 
tests to the Ministers of.War, Labour 
and Agriculture. Slave labour of a 
retrogressive type used centuries ago, 
Is contrary to any progressive and 
enlightened ideas of equity and 
justice. It is also using cheap labour 
at_a Government profit. 

They should be repatriated at once 
to do urgently necessary work for 
their own homes and families, and 
if conditions were good and equitable 
here, there would be plenty of British 


volunteers to do our own work on the ~ 


land. 


S. SUNDERLAND. 
244 Fairmile Road, 
Christchurch, Hants. 


Politics versus Economics 


T WAS tempted at the time to 

question the concluding paragraph 
of Observer’s July 19 Commentary 
where, after admitting that USA, if 
politically “progressive,” is econ- 
omically “retrogressive,” he suggests 
that war is ultimately a political de- 
cision and never made inevitable by 
economic causes. 

But it was only necessary to wait 
a week for his final paragraph on July 
26 to find something very like the 
opposite view implied. ‘“ Another 
economic slump—proportionate to the 
Atomic Age—will blow political 
democracy in Europe sky-high. And 
before we know what is happening, 
we shall find ourselves dragged into 
an attempt to stop Russia from mak- 
ing the economy of Europe work by 
atomic bombs. It will be called 
saving Democracy.” 

To my mind the second of these two 
statements seems far more apt than 
the first. One need not be particularly 
pro-Russian or pro-Communist to 
recognise that an integrated economic 
system on a barter basis would indeed 
be better than America’s cut-throat 
banditry of “free” competitive enter- 
prise. 

So long as politics remain the 
puppet and mouthpiece of the Money 
Power how can we expect that its final 
word will be Peace? 


DION BYNGHAM. 
Dunshay Cottage, 
Langton Matravers, 
Near Swanage, Dorset. 
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THE GREAT WALL 
OF CHINA 
—Franz Kafka 8s. 6d. 
THE OUTSIDER 
—Albert Camus 6s. 
REPORT ON THE 
RUSSIANS 
—W.L. White 10s. 6d. 
THE CONDITION OF 
MAN 
—Lewis Mumford 25s. 
CRITICAL ESSAYS 
—George Orwell 8s. 6d. 
124 SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, W.I. 
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India IS ready 


India ISready || LHEDONISTIC PACIFISM 


land with the suggestion that 
our Parliamentary democracy is a 
method of government which can 
only be worked by English people, 
and that it is unsuited to the 
climate of India and to the 
personalities of its people. I do 
not believe that for a moment. 
The way in which the political 
leaders in India have carried out 
the government of the Provinces 
from 1937 onwards, has shown 
that they are perfectly capable of 
developing efficient and capable 
Parliamentary government on 
similar though not necessarily 
identical lines, and in the same 
spirit in which it exists in this ] | 
eountry. I have no doubt at all 
that there are men who are just 
as capable of carrying on the 
traditions of constitutional par- 
liamentary government in that 
country as there are men capable 
of doing it in this country. 

—tLord Chorley, House of 

Lords, July 18. 
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is discussed by the Rev. RICHARD LEE 


FRIEND called my atten- 
tion to this phrase in Mr. 
Attlee’s address to the Presby- 
terian Assembly in Edinburgh. 


“What does he mean?” said my 
friend. “It sounds rather nasty,” I 
replied. “Surely not,” said my M.P. 
friend, “ Attlee is a kindly, sincere 
man, He would not wish to hurt 
anyone.” 

Yet there would be men in that 
Edinburgh audience who would be 
hurt by that phrase. They would 
wonder whether the Prime Minister 
meant them. Some, I know, have re- 
fused to say a good word for three 
wars in their lifetime. They have 
waved no war flags; they have 
appealed for no war-loans; they have 
recruited no soldiers for the “Skin 
Game.” “ Are we hedonistic 
pacifists?” they would be asking 
under their breath. Their stand for 


COMMENTS IN 


ME. H. John Hynd stated in the 

House of Commons on July 10 
that there were some 7,000 dangerous 
prisoners held without a charge pre- 
ferred against them in the British 
zone in Austria. Most of these were 
Nazis and security suspects, many of 
whom have been held for more than 
six months and whether or not they 
are eventually tried will depend upon 
the outcome of the Nuremberg trials. 
“This is one of our biggest head- 
aches, and it is a tremendous task to 
keep control of these people,” added 
Mr. Hynd. 


* a * 


There have been 303 sessions of 
half-day sittings of the War Criminals 
Trial at Nuremberg from November 


1945 to June 1946.—The Attorney 
General, July 3. 


* * * 


“ About 1.400 tons of flour were released 
last year for the manufacture of adhesives. 
Releases this year have been at a rather 
higher rate, but the majority of the flour 
used is unfit for human consumption, Of 
the adhesives so manufactured I have no 
precise information .as to the proportion 
used by the wallpaper industry, but in 1942 
it was less than 2 per cent. I am exploring 
the possibility of substituting other materials 
for flour in the manufacture of adhesives.” 
—Mr. John Strachey, July 3. 


* ~ * 
Mr. Peter Freeman asked the Sec- 


retary of State for War for the full 
facts relating to a 19-year-old soldier 


THE COMMONS 


of the 4th Borderers, Indian Division, 
who died in hospital without recover- 
ing consciousness following disciplin- 
ary action of pack drill. It was fur- 
ther stated that the record on the 
death certificate was “ spinal malaria,” 
and that the young man was accepted 
as Alin the Indian Army. Mr. Law- 
son replied that he was awaiting a 
report, adding: “ The fact is that pack 
drill was abolished in the British Army 
in 1930. Whether it is operating in 
India or not I cannot tell.”—July 9. 


* * . 


Questioned on the damage caused 
during the searches flor illegal arms 
earried out at Yagur, near Haifa, 
Mr, George Halli, stated in the House 
of Commons on July 10: 


“This settlement was literally 
honeycombed with concealed arms 
caches. In all 33 such caches were 
found, some in bogus culverts and 
dummy sewers, others beneath floors 
and above ceilings or in secret cup- 
boards behind false panels. Some 
were iin the children’s dormitory and 
school.” 


Specifying the arms discovered he 
added: “ The damage necessitated by 
the operation of unearthing these 
munitions of war was in the circum- 
stances not only insignificant but en- 
tirely justified. I am copvinced that 
no other Army in the world would 
have been capable of carrying out 
such a difficult task with so much con- 
sideration and forbearance.” 


peace has meant a meagre Income, a 
stern taboo by the official ecclesias- 
tical powers that be, a narrowed, 
secluded life. Hedonistic pacifists in- 
deed! ; 

Yet it may be that the phrase did 
not mean anything offensive. Mr. 
Attlee may not have meant to apply 
it to individuals. He may _ have 
meant that Pacifism, the renunciation 
of war, is equivalent to standing 
aside, in one’s own quiet tife, from 
a great strugele for human freedom. 
“The soldier gives up home and 
liberty and puts his life on the altar 
of sacrifice to redeem the world from 
a great peril. Pacifism chooses its 
own way and does nothing in this 
crucial moment for human hberty. It 
is a kind of spiritual hedonism.” 
It is possible that this was the mean- 
ing of the hurting phrase. 


I think we pacifists would 
do well to ask ourselves questions 
about the phrase. It = might 


also do Mr. Attlee good to ask more 
questions about his cutting dis- 
paragement of a great cause. The 
pregnant question all pacifists should 
ask is this. “Is our Pacifism an ex- 
cuse for standing aside from this 
great human issue of Liberty and 
Decency and Humanity affronted so 
blatantly by the Hitler philosophy and 
practice?” 
Keep movement alive 


One answer is certain. There are 
tens of thousands of pacifists and 
conscientious objectors whose positions 
and security have been won by the 
efforts of our great movement. Yet 
they do little or nothing to keep the 
movement alive. They stand aloof 
from every concerted effort to win 
the battle against Fascism by other 
methods than those of violence and 
domination. You can never rely on 
them to lift their fingers against con- 
scription, for the renunciation of our 
Imperialism, for the Food Republic 
which can yet save civilization. 

There was never a greater chance 
for a movement like ours to wield 
enormous world-wide influence if all 
who have been exempt from war- 
service were enlisted as a united band 
in the struggle for human life and 
liberty which is going on. Some of 
those who took part in the killing 
game are doing more than we are for 
some of the causes on which the salva- 
tion of the human race depends. 
They have renounced war in practice 
and advocate the things which belong 
to peace, the feeding of our enemies, 
the restoration of freedom every- 
where, the federation of nations as 
the only guarantee of peace, the end- 
ing of conscription and national 
armaments everywhere. 


Those pacifists who do nothing in 
these life-giving efforts should ask 
themselves—“ Are we __ hedonistic 
pacifists, nursing our own freedom, 
sticking to our jobs and our houses 
and any advancements won for us by 
the labour and sacrifice of others?” 


Wider frecdom yet 


I consider Mr. Attlee might 
also do a_ little more _ self- 
questioning. The late Archbishop 


Temple was not a pacifist but he spoke 
with unqualified commendation of the 
work of pacifists. He even pleaded 
the necessity of pacifism, because he 
knew that not all pacifists are egoistic 
hedonists, though some are. 

Mr. Attlee should ask this question. 
“Has not altruistic pacifism some- 
thing to teach me and my govern- 
ment and every government?” The 
British Empire is dying and will be 
dead unless it adopts everywhere the 
principles which  pacifists have 
advocated for a generation. In fact, 
Mr. Attlee has taken over pacifist 
philosophy in Indian policy and. in 
Egypt. 

Renunciation, the 
security, has been adopted as a 
practical motto. Along that way, 
Britain will have to go a long step 
further. 

Mr. Attlee is learning the ABC of 
pacifism. Let him follow on to know 
more and extend the bounds of Free- 
dom wider yet. 


only way to 


Words of Peace No. 181 
DEPTH 


'NNHERE is a sort of indifference to 
time, as there is a sort of 
silence, which goes with veritable 
sympathy. It springs from clear pos- 
session of that which is, from sure- 
ness about it. Those who are jealous, 
jealous of time, of rivals, of accidents, 
care for something vague that escapes 
them now, and would always escape 
them; they are haunted souls,, hunt- 
ing for they know not what. Not 
so those who know what they love 
and rest in it, asking for nothing 
more. If circumstances had led: 
Bayley and me to go through life 
together, we should have stuck to 
each other against any incidental 
danger or enemy; there would have 
been something to tell about our 
comradeship; but there would have 
been nothing new in our friendship. 
Clearness and depth in the heart, as 
in the intellect, transpose everything 
into the eternal. 
—George Santayana, “Places and 
Persons.” 
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“$.0.S.". YOUNG man 


WARDEN REQUIRED for Old 


requires \People’s Homes. Appointment for 


before publication. 


CLASSIFIED 


word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d.| BUNGALOW WANTED to rent or 
extra). Please don’t send stamps in purchase, nice country or seaside, or 
payment, except for odd pence. |Piece of land about 4 acre. Box 491. 
Maximum length: 50 words. Address}, *160, FREEHOLD Cottage, partly 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3\{Urnished, for sale in village in East 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. |Anglia. Redecorated. vacant posses- 
jsion, partica. Miss Stanbury, Labur- 
When corresponding with PN ahout;"am Cottage, Booton, Reepham, 
an advertisement, quote its first |Norwich. 
worda, classification, and date. AMBLESIDE (RYDAL Farm), two- 
We reserve the right to hold over|berth caravan and bel]-tent, bedding, 
advertisements and to limit the fre-|cooking apparatus and crockery for 
quency of continuing advertisements.|three people. Superb site and centre. 
Free Aug. 10 onwards. Bye, 14 Bur- 
lington Ave., Morecambe, Lancs. 
DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 


MEETINGS, &c. 


STREATHAM COMMON,  Sun../ (27m, oH 
i “ y holidays or restful recupera- 
fat 4, 7 p.m. Roger Page, Charles |tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 
arney. |S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
lock. (Station: Ambergate: Tel. 
ACCOMMODATION Ambergate 44). 


BOARD WANTED urgently, Man-|_ RUSHMERE GUEST Hse.. Selsey, 
chester district, young man, 28, vege-|200 yds. from sera, comfortable homely, 
tarian; or bed-sitting room. Christian, |terms mod., early booking avoid dia- 
20 Moorgate Ave. Sheffield. appointment. Brochure Victor Smith 

EX N.C.C. returning civi)] service | (Manager Stephen Stoner & Co., 
urgently needs acmdtn.. Chester dis-|Ltd.). Tel.: Selsey 212. 
trict, for self, wife and child. Taylor,|_ LAKE DISTRICT. Beck Allans and 
82 Raven Rd., Timperley, Altrincham. | thay Bank, Grasmere, attractive 

CO (RELEASED) now in tied| vegetarian guest, houses for strenuous 
cottage, wishing to change occupation, 2% restful holidays. Write: Isabel 
seeks unfurn. acmdtn., SE London for |James, Beck Allans, Grasmere, Tel.: 
self and family. Box 488. 129. 

CO COUPLE and child require 
rooms, flat or house within 15 miles 
N. London. Box feet , 

CAN ANYONE help young man o iden 
pacifist views find homely digs in| aeons (correapndnce. or visit) 6s. 
Lincoln? Box 492. Bee 6d. Dorothy Matthews, 

WANTED IN Sept. in south Lon- NW8)) PRicn ee pobre London. 
don. Flat for teacher with one child.|> °°" morose 
Both out all day. Box 475. | 

By ouLD say Pacifistas Bourne LAND WANTED, 
mouth or Swanage area let bed-| ¢ 
sitting or bedroom to male C.O.|or ahd wae eee eecnenene te 
Breakfast if possible. Willing to helpland outbuildings. Southern or south- 
i eases or out. Highest! western counties preferred. Purchase 

SINGLE DIVAN room available for|hect Whines, Godmanstone, Dor- 
co out al! day. SW London. Gas 
ring for morning meal, small elec. 
for Autumn, coal fire for winter; 
bath, ete. No restrictions except} MEN'S SANDALS Clarks size 11. 
quietness, Attendance ad lib, 28s.|/15s. Bray, Northview, Seal, Seven- 
exc]. coal. Box 487. | oake. 


EDUCATIONAL 
SPEAKING AND WRITING 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


;catalogue, 3d. stps). Box D.466, The 


ADVERTISEMENTS two week's shakedown Greater Lon. 


don. Box 482. 
COME TO the Esperanto Summer 

CARAVAN FOR sale, double-berth, ! Schoo] Aug. 21—Sept. 15, nr. Grenoble 
showman type, stove, primus, ete.|in the wonderful landscape of the 
£60. Box 476. ‘French Alps. Enquiries and applica- 

PEACE NEWS Economy Labels tions: Granier, Sasaenage, Isere. 
(for re-using envelopes, etc.) avail-- PEACE NEWS Office is in urgent 
able again. Good propaganda. need of two or three clocks. Any 
1s. 9d. 100 (pstge. 2d. extra). 1,000 type suitable but small ones preferred. 
lots less 25% dis. Order from Peace! Can any readers help us? Please send 
News, Ltd., 3 Blackstock Rd., Lon-jor write to the Office Manager, Peace 
don, N.4, or your P.N. distributor. ‘News, 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 

SANDALS. No coupons. Parts to YOU WILL find true Friendship in 
easily _ assemble, full instructions.| the L. and H. C. C. Club.  Partics. 
Rubberised Felt. Smart, Strong.| from Sec., 39 Reighton Rd., London, 
Brown, Green, Grey or Blue. Adults;E.5. S.a.e. 
8s. per pair. Children’s 6s. 8d., in- ACTIVE PROPONENTS, Gerald 
cluding tax and postage. Wilkane Heard or Aldous Huxley basic 
Ltd., Dept.-18, Eastbourne. ¥ theories 1935—1945, or Somerset 

WAR RESISTERS’ International Maugham’s Razor Edge. Write Sec 
wd. welcome gifts of foreign) Heard-Huxley Group, ‘“ Merville,” 
stampa for subsequent sale on behalf! Tulse Hill, S.W.2. 
of W.R.I. funds. Any such gifts) CONTACT CLUB. Congenia) pen 
received with gratitude. Pl. send to!frjiendships for all. Partics., etp., 
the War Resisters’ International, 11|Sec., P.N. 19 Ty Fry Gdns., Rumney, 
Abbey Rd., Enfield. Cardiff. 


LITERATURE, &c. 


“SECRETS OF Beauty, Health and| REYNOLDS—TO Dorothy and 
Long Life.” Remarkable book, 147, Victor on July 20, a son, Blake. 
chapters, 2s. 3d. postpaid. (32 page 


BIRTH 


Vegetarian Soc., Bank Sa., Wilmslow, SITUATIONS VACANT 

Manchester. wee cannot mcon ari Fi patistactory, 
UAKE : : conditions of employment in all posts 

Licranireeeepetse@ite Feuk ee advertised. Applications in doubt are 


Practice of the Religious Society of recommended :to eonapTt: tne entra! 


Friends, free on application to the! ‘ : 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, | W-C-1s which will often be able to 


Frienda’ House. Euetan Rd., London |#i¥e useful advice. 

PEOPLE'S POST, published on the; WARDEN/S OR Housekeeper, re- 
Ist. of each month.. Twelve pages of quired now, for Pacifist Service Unit 
well written, spirited support for|doing social work with Problem 
real peace, honest money and Christian|Families. Members are resident; re- 
social security. 4d. post free, 14 for;ceive maintenance, £1 per week 
5s., 80 for 10s. from People’s Postjallowance. Enquiries and_ applica- 
Ltd., 33 Maiden Lane, W.C.2. tions to PSU, 56 Grove St., Liverpool. 

“THE FARMER,” Journal off COOK-HOUSEKEEPER required by 
Natural Farming and Living. Wlus-|business house 3 miles from Welling- 
trated Quarterly promotes natural|/borough. Main meal lunch for 25-30. 
methods with land, livestock, human|Home grown produce. Furn. or un- 
living. Published from farm where|furn. acmdtn. Good salary. Write 
natural farming and animal naturo-| stating previous experience to Box 483. 
pathy are practised by Editor. Con- COWMAN WANTED for ca-opera- 
tributors: Sir Albert Howard, Dr.:tive farm. Machine milked accredited 
Pink, Dr, Oldfield, ete. Annua] sub.!Friesians. Small cottage available. 
5a. Newman Turner, Goosegreen;Bleasby Grange Society Ltd., Legsby, 
Farm, Sutton Mallet, Bridgwater. Market Rasen, Lines. 


wife with nursing or other experience. 
Salaried posts with acmdtn, Further 
partics. from Clerk to the Trustees, 
Bernhard Baron Cottage Homes, 
Polegate, Sussex, 


SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 


RELEASED CO, married, desires 
isituation (pref. Manchester dist.) 
Some business experience. Willing to 
train. Box 484. 

TRAINEE ON farm, opening for 
‘boy of 17 sought. Home Counties pre- 
ferred. Box 489. 

WOMAN (34) domesticated desires 
fruit picking or similar where boy 
(2) welcomed. Sept. Box 486. 

EX CO, WAEC, Storekeeper, seeks 
ehange. Knowledge of food, news- 
paper, book, cycle trade, mechanics, 
interested health store, garage. Con- 
sider partnership or small business. 
Box 485. x 

FIRST-CLASS typewriting, dupli- 
cating, etc. Mabel Eyles, 2 Aberdeen 
Park, N.6. CANonbury 3862. 

GOOD PRINTING of every des- 
jeription. Send stp. for quotation and 
ispecimens. Leighton Dingley & Co., 
'10 Brackley Sa., Woodford Green. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
NATURE tURE—Psychological & 


Drugiess Treatment of Disease by 
Reginald Bailey, Psychiatrist, Nerve- 
Specialist and Bates Practitioner 
(eyesight corrected by — natural 
methods) ; Daisy E. Bailey, Specialist 
‘in. Women’s ailments and Children’s 
‘complaints; Reg. J. Bailey, Osteo- 
path, Naturopath, Consultation by 
app. 134 Hoppers Rd., Winchmore 
Hill, N.21, Palmers Green 7868. 
ACCOUNTANT C.O. writes up 
traders bks.; attends to all Income 
Tax matters; company formation; 
audita and costing. Provincial clienta 
visited without obligation. Box 96. 


Peace News is open for the ex- 
pression of all points of view relevant 
to pacifism. Articles in it, whether 
signed or unsigned, do not necessarily 
represent the policy of the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it is the 
weekly organ. Nor does the accept- 
lance of advertisements imply ‘4any 
iendorsement of, or PPU connexion 


jwith, the matter advertised. 
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Germans moving towards death 


“OBSERVER” CONTINUED 


to chronicle is the publication in The 
Daily Mail (July 22-3) of two articles 
by Alexander Clifford describing 


faithfully the condition of Germany, .- 


with this headline streamed across the 
page: 

“Slowly, quietly, hygienically, the 
Germans are moving towards 
Death.” 

That a great popular newspaper 
should print with emphasis such an 
appeal to the imagination and con- 
science of its readers is something to 
be thankful for. Mr. Clifford drives 
home the insanity of the system which 
prevails in the British zone whereby 
the official ration can be earned by a 
day’s work. In the Sunday Times 
(July 28) Mr. Ian Colvin exposes the 
deplorable quality of many of our 
administrative officers and declares 
that the zone could be efficiently 


administered by 3,000 instead of 
26,000. 

“Some of these military and civilian 
officers who never proved themselves’ in 


Englund in positions of responsibility have 
been corrupted by absolute power and 
privilege in Germany. Many do not bother 
to ‘learn German or try to obtain insight 
into the problems of the population, They 
ean be compared in mentality and outlook 
with the hastily recruited German corps of 
administrators, the Kriegsverwaltungsraete 
who rose to dizzy heights in the first flush 
of German victory in 1940." 


More: cautiously, the Manchester 
Guardian (July 26) says that the work 
could be done and better done by 
10,000 and castigates “ the utterly un- 
imaginative recruitment.” 


Social democracy discredited 


WE must put our own house in 

Y order, without delay. Our repu- 
tation in Germany and on the Con- 
tinent at large has already suffered 
grievously. Itis not Britain only, but 
the British experiment in Social De- 
mocracy that has been discredited by 
these careless and disgraceful appoint- 
ments. There is good reason to 
believe that the British zone, from 
having been the best, has sunk to the 
worst administered of the four; and 
it is certainly the worst fed. More- 
over, it is a grave moral blunder for 
the Government to stress as it does 
the cost of feeding and administering 
the British zone—at any rate while it 
is so shamefully fed and administered. 
It is not the £80 millions a year that 
it costs us tht is the scandal, but our 
own shocking failure to spend it well. 
Twice as much would be well spent if 
it made the Germans feel that a British 
Socialist Government could be trusted 
for humanity and justice. It is never 
too late to mend these matters. 
The great damage that has been done 
can be repaired. And one of the 
strongest arguments for the amalga- 
mation of the British and American 
zones is that it may bring a slight but 
immediate improvement of the food 
situation. The advantage of bringing 
some human relief to Western Ger- 
many——food and work which procures 


FRIENDS! 1s. 6d. an hour 
is the price you pay 
For a row on the Thames 
to keep you fit and gay 
from HAMMERTON’S FERRY, 
Twickenham any day— 
Where the restful beauty of 
river and trees 
Create thoughts of brotherhood, 
Peace and ease. 
(Do write Brother Attlee to 
abolish conscription please.) 


BUILDING REPAIRS, war 
damage claims and decorating. 
STANLEY PAGE, Woodland 
House Cottage, Whitehall Road, 
Woodford Green, Essex. 
BUCkhurst 3665. 


Now selling 


Look..to the 
People? 


DONALD PORT 6d. 


= 
Tiger Bay 
2nd Edition 6d. 
but we can’t meet ’*any more 
orders for 
“But what hinders you?” 
Sorry. 
PHOENIX, 7 Northampton- Park, 
London, N.1. 


food—far outweighs the  remoter 
political danger of a virtual partition 
of Germany. 


Russia only partly to blame 


{t is important to be quite clear that 

Russia only bears a small part of 
the blame for the conditions in the 
British zone. It is not true that there 
is a food surplus in the Russian zone. 
The cause of the absolute food 
shortage in Germany is the annexation 
of the food-surplus area by Poland, 
and the cruel indiscriminate expulsion 
of the Germans. To that Mr. 
Churchill consented, and so did Mr. 
Bevin. The quality of the British 
administration is the direct responsi- 
bility of the Labour Government. The 
blame for the iniquity of the Potsdam 
agreement falls upon all the Allies. 
To Russia—and France—we can 
impute the guilt of refusing to 
implement the only thing that was 
good in that agreement—the decision 
to treat Germany as an _ economic 
unity. But which of ihe Western 
powers has been prepared to treat 
Germany with economic commonsense 
which Russia has shown in integrating 
the Russian zone with her own 
economy? 


Maxton and Marxism 


J M.M. writes: I think I first met 
e% + Jimmy Maxton at one of those 
ILP Summer Schools of which he was 
the heart and soul, and though my 
membership of the ILP was relatively 
brief, it brought me into frequent 
contact with him—-a contact which (I 
am happy to remember) remained un- 
broken even when IJ had left the ILP 
for the PPU. It was characteristic 
of him that he was entirely sympa- 
thetic to the small contribution I tried 
to make to the Socialist thinking of 
the ILP—in the contention that 
Marxist Socialism and the ethical 
Socialism of Morris and Hardie were 
not antagonistic to each other, but 
complimentary. The synthesis—in 
which I still believe—so appealed to 
Jimmy’s fundamental humanity that 
my ears still tingle at the memory of 
his praise. 

He was always deeply concerned at 


the fearful moral wastage among 
Socialists—the frightening facility 
with which they succumbed to the 


temptations of office and emolument. 
One knew that he at least would never 
succumb, The combination of trans- 
parent integrity with a brilliant wit 
and a magnificent power of flexible 
oratory won him the universal respect 
and affection of the House of Com- 
mons. It was to him that even 
Winston Churchill turned for an 
honest judgment of one of his famous 
war-speeches—a judement of a kind 
that a Prime Minister can expect 
from neither friend nor foe. 


DELAYED ACTION FOR C.0.s 


New arrangements have recently 
been made in prosecutions for refus- 
ing medical examination. After a 
CO has refused to be examined when 
ordered by the Courg he is not now 
brought back to the Court soon after- 
wards but is released and later served 
with another summons for disobey- 
ing the Court order, returnable per- 
haps a week Jater. 

This procedure has recently been followed at 
Acton, Romford and Stratford Courts. Some 


Courts, such as Kingston-on-Thames, have 
always followed this procedure. 


BRAINS TRUST AND ATOM 


“We are ut last driven to the conclusion 
that war is anti-Christian. We have played 
with this problem for generationy and the 
Church has Jost respect.’' 

In these words Mr, J. Stockton, representing 
the Free Churches, declared himself whole- 
heartedly opposed to the use of the atomic 
bomb “against human beings in any circum- 
stances whatever’ when taking part in a 
Brains Trust organised by the Wood Green 
United Christian Council recently. 


——— 


NO CONSCRIPTION IN CHELSEA 


Chelsea PPU held a public meeting in 
Whistler's house on July 23. Ethel Mannin was 
in the chair and the speakers were Sybil 
Morrison and Harley Millichap of the ILP. 

There was a good attendance; a number of 
signatures were obtained for the petition and 
several people took copies away with them. 

An outdoor meeting is to be held on the 
same subject in September. 


FURTHER COMMENTS 


“Asa matter of fact every country 
on the Continent of Europe does in 
fact already ration bread.”—Mr. John 
Strachey, July 3. 

“This is an age of spiritual 
barrenness. It may be that Christian- 
ity itself is the only answer.”—Mr. 
Beverley Baxter on the Birth Rate, 
July 9. 


FORTUNATE 


VV RITING of his visit to 
Hyderabad, India, in the 
June Bulletin of the American 


Friends Service Committee, 
Albert E. Moorman tells this 
story: 


“One of the passengers was a 
woman we were taking to the 
hospital at Comilla to be treated 
fora very painful abscess. Most 
of the night the assistant spent 
heating cloth by wrapping it 
around the kerosene lantern and 
then applying it to her chest. 
She wag very brave and patient, 
and stood the hard trip well—a 
mile walk in her very weak con- 
dition, all night in the crowded 
boat, an hours train ride, and 
the bicycle rickshaw to the hos- 
pital. Now she has a chance to 
recover, whereas death would 
have been almost certain in the 
village. It is not pleasant to 
think of the hundreds in this 
area who are not so fortunate.” 


MORE HUMAN 
GUINEA PIGS 


N attractive pamphlet published 

by the National Service Board 
for Religious Objectors of Washing- 
ton states that more than 500 COs 
from Civilian Public Service Camps 
volunteered as “human guinea pigs ” 
during the war. 

Six of their number, for instance, 
while on special diet or even fasting 
completely, were placed on rafts off 
the coast alternating six hours on 
the raft and six hours in the water, 
so as to check bodily reactions after 
drinking increasing amounts of 
brine over varying periods. This was 
in an attempt to discover how much 
salt water a shipwrecked seaman 
might safely: absorb and as a result 
recommendations for special foods in 
life-boats were made. Other COs 
spent days in cold chambers at 20 
degrees below zero while attempts 
ware made to discover the best cold- 
weather diets. 

Experiments were also conducted 
in the treatment of typhus, jaundice, 
imfluenza and malaria, though infor- 
mation on the latter experiments iis 
treated most confideatially. The 
eating of properly prepared grass 
tips as a complete substitute for 
vegetables and other foods was ingon- 
clusive in its results. 
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EDUCATING YOUTH FOR 
DEMOCRACY 


oy WE are trying to run a 

democracy without the 
necessary education for it,” said Lyn 
Harris, of St. Christopher School, 
Letchworth, in opening the conference 
on “Education for democracy,” 
arranged by the PPU 
mittee, at Friends House, London, on 
July 27. 


Eric Swift, of Leicester, in his 
address, more than justified this re- 
mark. From a wide experience he 
spoke of the bad influence of the 
cinema, the use of the wireless merely 
to provide noise, the desire of parents 
and young people to go out for the 
evening rather than to stay at home, 
our inability to use leisure profitably, 
and the decline of authority on the 
part of fathers to the detriment of 
home life, followed also by a lessening 
of the significance of the phrase ‘ Our 


Father.” 


Andrew Tomlinson spoke as_the 


headmaster of a privileged school 
(Beltane). He admitted the im- 
practicability of running a school 


wholly on democratic lines: as head 
he had to retain his veto, But he be- 
lieved in allowing full democracy to 
children within a prescribed field and 
was willing to allow them to make 
mistakes. “Part of the trouble is,” 
he said, “ that we train the intellects 
but not the emotions.” 

In the discussion that followed the 
ideas of the speakers were considered 
in relation to the experience of elemen- 
tary and secondary school teachers: 
it was said that there are 2,000 schools 
with classes over 50 and 4,000 with 
classes over 40. The urgent need for 
more teachers, better buildings and 
more co-operation from parents was 
expressed. Summing up Lyn Harris 
said that the situation, though de- 
pressing, was not without hope. He 
endorsed the suggestion that further 
conferences of a similar kind should 
be arranged. 


Youth Com- | 
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UNRRA COUNCIL 
to meet in Geneva 
BRITAIN’S CONTRIBUTION 


PpPHE fifth session of the UNRRA 

Council opens at Geneva this week- 
end when the Director-General will 
present a report of the Council’s work 
for the first six months of the current 
year, The vitally important question 
of the Council’s future will also have 
to be decided as its operations in 
Europe are due to cease ‘in December 
next. Yet the needs of Europe are 
still great, the same report pointing 
out that “all the receiving countries 
will continue to depend wpon further 
imports to sustain a minimum stan- 
dard of life during 1947.” 


Britain’s contribution to 
UNRRA iin supplies and services has 
not been insignificant to date. These 
are valued at £155,000,000 compared 
with America’s total of £675,000,000, 
though surprisingly enough very 
Little food is included in the supplies 
from this country. 

Britain’s provision of fndustrial 
supplies, including machinery, tools, 
locomotives, Bailey bridges, power- 
generating stations, and communica- 
tions equipment are valued at 
£35,000,000, while more than 
£25.000,000 iis represented by cloth- 
ing, footwear and_ textiles. Other 
large items include supplies for 
farmers and_ fishermen, medical 
supplies, ete., while nearly 
£25,000,000 fis to be spent on the 
shipping and transporting of these 
goods alone, 

The report of the Administra- 
tion further states: “Import needs 
for food, seed, fertilizers, and fuel, 
between now and the ‘harvest of 1947, 
exceed by almost three-quarters of a 
billion dollars the funds which 
UNRRA has available for these sup- 
plies. Requirements other than food, 
at a most conservative estimate, 
would amount to approximately 750 
million dollars.” 

The United States actually shipped 
10,750.670 tons of wheat to famine- 
stricken countries in the year to 
June 30 last, which is more than was 
promised. When other foods of allt 
types mre added to this figure the 
total amounts to 16,500,000 tans. 


LARRATT BATTERSBY 
Publications 


THE KINGDOM HERALD 


10s. post free annual sub. 
1s. single copy 


THE PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN 


3s. post free annual sub. 


3d. single copy 


Enquiries to: 

“The Practical Christian,” 
91, Park Lane, Poynton, 
Cheshire 
LEARN THE TRUTH 
AT LAST 


Pl. ase note our only address 


C. A. BROCK & Co. Ltd. 
79 SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W.10. 


For all Printing & 
Stationery 


CATARRH 


THs commonest of all disease con- 

ditions amongst civilised peoples, 
greatly impairs mental efficiency, lowers 
resistance to infection, and generally 
debilitates its innumerable victims. The 
true remedy is to de-toxicatethesystem, 
restore the clean bloodstream of youth, 
and then reform the diet and other 
habits of living. 

Garlic—a prescription with $000 
years of history—is a most powerful 
disinfecting agent ; and greatly helps in 
neutralising and liquifying catarrh. 

Send stamps Sd. for two 20-page 
booklets about Garlic in its modern 
deodorised forms which impart no taint 
whatever to the breath or person. 


Allysol Company, Fairlight, Sussex 


Published frorn 3 Blackstock Road, London, 
N.4, by ‘Peace News” Ltd. Printed hy 
Clifford Printing Co. (T.U.), Lendon, N.16. 
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